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Fort Wayne Detroit 

Final Report  

Submitted by: Chris Forsythe 

 

 

 

 

Location:  
Historic Fort Wayne, Detroit, MI  

 

Date: 
July 27

th
 2007 

 

Source: 

David D. (Fort Wayne Coalition / Visitor Liaison) 

 

Investigation Duration:  
19:00 ï 04:00 (7 Hours) 

 

Investigators Present: 

Chris F. (Lead investigator) 

Wayne M. (Lead investigator) 

Deana M. 

Wendy F. 

Kevin J. 

Kristie J. 

Chris C. 

Erin C. 

Tim  

 

Guests: 

Dave D. 

Bill  

Sonya 

Rod 

Mary 

Kathy 

Bev 
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Location Condition: 

Decommissioned riverfront military garrison complex in a star-type formation con-

structed in 1845.  Inside the fort itself there is a four story barracks complex as well as a 

powder magazine and tunnels (called ñsally portsò) that run the length of the fortôs 

perimeter. The complex also has many outlying buildings that served as Officer and NCO 

housing during the period of its commission. These buildings were constructed between 

1870 and 1910. The entire complex is undergoing massive renovation and many of the 

buildings are dilapidated and are overgrown by vegetation rendering them unsafe for 

investigation. (See case file #1 for supplemental historical data and mapping images) 

 

Main Fort , Aerial View: 

 

 
 

Above is a picture of the star fort structure proper.  The main areas of investigation are 

outlined in red.  These are: 

 

 The Barracks 

 The Powder Magazine 

 The Tunnels 
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Outlying Grounds, Aerial View: 

 

 
 

Above is a picture of the outlying grounds of the fort complex.  The main areas of 

investigation are outlined in red.  These are: 

 

 Commandant House 

 Lemonade House 

 Spanish Jail 

 

Location Weather:  
During the day it was humid with sporadic rain showers and thunderstorms.  Upon our 

arrival at the fort it was starting to clear up; however, it clouded over with a low ceiling at 

night. It rained several times and the temperature had dropped slightly in the early AM 

during equipment breakdown. (See attached weather documentation for hourly 

breakdown. NWS ï GHWS) 

 

Moon Phase: Waxing Gibbous 

X-Rays: Normal 

Geomagnetic Field: Quiet 

Temperature:  82òF 

Visibility: 10.0 Miles 

Pressure: 29.81 Falling 
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Humidity: 62% 

Dew Point: 68òF 

Wind:  SW 6 MPH 

UV Index: 4UV< 4 Moderate 

 

Reported Activity:  

 Sightings of apparitions 

 Audible phenomena - doors slamming, footsteps heard 

 Cold spots 

 Feelings of being watched 

 Voices being heard 

 Phantom smells 

 General uneasiness in certain areas of the location  

 

Assignments & Operations Schedule 

 

Headquarters Location (rally point) 

1st floor, center area of barracks  

 

Team Roster: 

 

Alpha ïTim F. & Kristie J. (Investigation) 

Bravo ï Deana M. & Rod (Investigation) 

Charlie ï Kevin J. & Erin C. (Investigation) 

Delta ï Wendy F. & Sonya (Investigation) 

Echo ï Chris C. (Technical Staff) 

Foxtrot ïChris F., Kat & Bev (Investigation) 

Golf - Wayne M. & Dave D. (Grounds Patrol) 

Oz & Tack (Reserves) 

 

Investigation Schedule: 

 

Barracks 

21:00 - Charlie, Alpha teams. 

23:00 - Bravo, Delta teams. 

01:00 - Foxtrot  

 

Grounds (includes sally ports and powder magazine) 

21:00 - Bravo  

23:00 - Foxtrot  

01:00 - Delta  
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Spanish Jail (outlying grounds) 

21:00 - Foxtrot 

23:00 - Charlie 

01:00 - Bravo 

 

Commandant House 

21:00 - Delta 

23:00 - Alpha team 

01:00 - Charlie team 

 

Lemonade House 

01:00 ï Alpha team 

 

Technical Notes / Equipment Placement: 

 

 2 DVR cameras ï barracks, between 3 and 4
th
 floors 

 Hi ï 8 camera - barracks, middle 4
th
 floor 

 1 DVR camera ï sally port tunnel entrance 

 Hi ï 8 camera - sally port tunnel (rear)  

 Mini DV camera - Spanish jail 

 Hard drive camcorder ï Coalition Headquarters, ground floor 

 

All teams will have at least one mobile recording unit with them.  Several stationary units 

will be placed at various locations throughout the location. The technical staff will note 

all locations for equipment pickup and reload. 

 

Equipment on Hand: 
Digital Cameras (various) 

Digital Voice Recorders (3) 

Micro Cassette Recorders (3) 

External Microphones 

Laptop (2)  

Video Recorders (handy cam w/night shot, digital, Hi-8)  

IR Headlamps 

Flashlights 

2 Way Radios (7) 

Digital EMF gauge 

Cell Sensor EMF gauge 

Laser Thermal Contact Gauge 

DVR Night Vision Camera System (3) 

First Aid Kits (2) 
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Evidence Review and Findings 

 

 

Photographs: 

 

After the investigation was complete, all camera pictures were transferred to the teamôs 

computers on site. After a thorough analysis of all submitted pictures taken by the 

research team, we were unable to capture any anomalous activity on these devices at the 

time of our investigation. 

 

Audio:  

 

Per team protocol, every member of the research team had a mobile audio device with 

them at the time of the investigation. Each unit was checked and had an external 

microphone to eliminate mechanical noise from the device. Two stationary audio devices 

were also positioned in the top left attic section of the barracks building. Listed below are 

the results of our review of all of the submitted audio: 

 

Standard Audio Cassette (stationary in 4
th
 floor dormer of barracks, left side) - No 

physical evidence recorded on this device at the time of the investigation. 

 

Digital Recorders (Both mobile and stationary devices were used, stationary device was 

located in 4
th
 floor dormer of barracks, middle section) - No physical evidence recorded 

on this device at the time of the investigation. 

 

Micro Cassette Recorders (All utilized as mobile units) - After a careful review of all 

submitted audio files, only one anomalous audio section was detected: 

 

Segment #1 ï 3
rd

 floor, barracks building: Wendy and Deana were asking standard EVP 

questions and they asked if anything present would make a noise. There was a metallic 

knocking sound shortly thereafter. The audio segment was cut long to hear the inves-

tigatorsô response as well as their findings of the possible noise location. We cannot 

confirm nor deny at this time that this is a response to an EVP question but include it in 

this report for consideration by the client. 

 

Video: 

 

Due to the location condition and the recent rain, dust and insect movement were very 

prevalent in most of the video segments, causing natural ñorbsò and movement on all of 

the cameras present. 

 

Hard Drive Camcorder (Stationary in coalition headquarters, main floor) - No physical 

evidence captured on this device at the time of the investigation. 

 

Mini DV  (Stationary in old ñspan amò jail building) - No physical evidence captured on 

this device at the time of the investigation. 
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Hi-8 Cam #1 (Stationary in North postern corridor) - No physical evidence captured on 

this device at the time of the investigation. 

 

DVR ï IR Cam #1 (Stationary in northeast sally port entrance) - No physical evidence 

captured on this device at the time of the investigation. 

 

DVR ï IR Cam #2 (Stationary on 3
rd

 floor barracks) - No physical evidence captured on 

this device at the time of the investigation. 

 

DVR ï IR Cam #3 (Stationary on 4
th
 floor barracks/attic) - No physical evidence 

captured on this device at the time of the investigation. 

 

EMF : 

 

Several EMF meters were used on this investigation; upon talking to the team and 

reviewing all of the field notes there were no major fluctuations in any area to report on 

any of the devices that were used. Standard baseline readings were taken at each location 

to verify any ñspikesò that may have occurred. During our inspection of this location we 

noted old wiring as well as many exposed wire sites that may cause EMF disturbances. 

Due to the sheer size of the investigation site it will take some time to finish our mapping 

and baseline reading of all of the available areas. 

 

Thermal:  

 

Throughout the investigation the Laser Contact Thermal Gauge (LCTG) was utilized; in 

every area the device was used only normal readings were taken in comparison to 

baseline readings. The tunnel areas were the only location that any variant readings were 

recorded, but this could be attributed to natural phenomena.  In addition, the complex was 

encased by earthen fortifications and had many ports built into the various casements to 

allow a breeze to travel freely. No significant drops in temperature were noted by any 

member of the investigative team present. 

 

Investigator Feeling / Experiences: 

 

Note: Personal experiences cannot in itself determine paranormal activity in a 

location, unless documented by video or audio equipment.   

 

Chris F. - No experiences to report. 

 

Wayne M. - No experiences to report. 

 

Kevin J. - No experiences to report. 
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Kristie J. - While investigating the barracks had felt something move by her neck and 

forearm on the 3
rd
 floor stairwell; a cold sensation was felt at that moment. Uneasy 

feelings throughout the third floor barracks area. 

 

Tim F. - No experiences to report. 

 

Wendy F. - While investigating the barracks area heard a metallic sound twice from the 

same area, it seemed to be coming from a metal mop bucket located under the stairs on 

the third floor. Noticed the smell of sulfur for an instant by the middle 3
rd

 floor stairwell; 

it dissipated after a few seconds.  

 

Erin C. - No experiences to report. 

 

Chris C. - No experiences to report. 

 

Deana M. - No experiences to report. 

 

** No Other personal experiences were recorded by any other personnel present.**  

 

Sensitive Report: 

 

No data to report, as no staff sensitives were available at the time of the investigation. 

However in the near future we will be bringing our team sensitive to this location for a 

standard read of the fort and surrounding area. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

This investigation was a monumental undertaking for us at MPI. The sheer size of this 

location and its many areas to investigate as well as long and diverse history would 

render one speechless. As our standards dictate we made sure to cover several ñhot spotsò 

that are believed to be very active based upon statements made by coalition members and 

fort regulars. Unfortunately at this visit we were unable to capture any viable evidence 

that could prove paranormal activity.  However, we will continue to investigate and try 

new procedures as well as explore new areas to try and validate all of the stories that we 

have heard about Historic Fort Wayne. A return date will be scheduled in the near future 

for a follow up investigation.  
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Illustration of Fort grounds, including star fort structure and outlying structures. 

 

 

 

 


